Concordance with recommendations in a consultation-liaison psychiatry service.
We studied the concordance of physicians with the recommendations of psychiatric consultants in a sample of 270 consultations in a 400-bed general hospital. Of the patients about whom a consultation was sought, 37% had a past psychiatric history, and 67% were on psychotropic drugs. Twelve percent had Organic Mental Disorder, 35% Affective Disorder, and for 24% no DSM-III diagnosis could be made. The psychiatrist made psychotropic drug recommendations in 62%, and the physicians' concordance with this recommendation was 86%. The physician's discharge summary included a diagnosis which concorded with the psychiatrist's diagnosis in 53% of files. The psychiatrist recommended further investigations in only 5.2% of files.